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Introduction
A cinema is a theatre which shows variety of films for public entertainment. It involves production of films as an art or an industry. The art involves moving images that give stories through which the reality of life is exposed. Cinema begun in 19th century and has grown to become one of the world's most recent form of art. The art has moved from the original intent which involved the recording of daily events like train arrivals at the station to being adapted by entrepreneurs who saw a need to put the art into monetary value. Theatres have come in with shows and shadows to boost the business. Filmmakers have now increased with studios making the industry to become one of the first growing in the market with various stakeholders such as filmmakers, producers and editors. Today cinemas have become colorful images with voices, sound and music. Furthermore, still telling stories and entertainment has come in to fulfill the demands of different people. However, cinema has been received differently in various parts of the world due to difference in culture, social and religious believes (Sobchack, 2014). This paper looks at cinema in Saudi Arabia through a focus on the history, the banning and lifting of the ban.
The History of Cinema and Movie Theaters in Saudi Arabia
Islamic culture is one shaped by the Islamic religion with strict adherence to their religious beliefs given from the Koran. Saudi Arabia has undergone a lot of shifts when it comes to development which has seen their traditions, dressing and customs adapted to the modern world.  Islamic culture has remained the most dominant since its introduction 7th century AD.  History preservation is what makes Saudi Arabia keen in blocking anything that might seem to encroach into their religious heritage. The kingdom is serious on emphasis towards conservation of its Islamic archaeological heritage. Even though they have Saudi Arabian Society for Culture and Arts founded in 1972, with a view for development of the art and talents, cinema industry remains closed for a long period. The law contains many things which are banned as a control measure to the preservation of their heritage. Furthermore, Saudis' constitution is based on religion, Islam and the holy book Quran. The law is based on religion with anything that might lead people away from Islam being restricted (Ginsberg & Lippard, 2010). The strictness also varies depending on gender with many of the rules working against women.
Amongst the things banned in Saudi include women travelling around alone. Women are not allowed to go alone in an effort to avoid misbehaviour such as immorality. They are only allowed to go out alone at the age of 45. Furthermore, women are also not allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia. This is to prevent them from leaving their houses without their spouses or male family member thus avoid the possibility of encountering unrelated males in the absence of family members. Gener restrictions when it comes to employment has also been in place until recently. Jobs that are traditionally for men are still restricted. Furthermore, non-Muslims are not allowed to worship in public or sell their religious materials. This is meant to prevent any conversion of any member of Islam to other religions. Their family members do not support Muslims who do so. All the restrictions in Saudi are meant to ensure their religion is upheld in the land since the kingdom is religious-based (Ginsberg & Lippard, 2010).
The Ban on Cinema in Saudi Arabia
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cinema ban has been in force for about 35 years now since the 1980s. The kingdom has dependent solely on oil to run the economy as a result of the ban in the industry which would be contributing a lot to the economic development of the kingdom. Most influential religious and legal authorities view cinema as a source of immorality and a threat to traditional values which they insist must be well preserved. Movie theatres have therefore remained closed for a long period. There is no single movie theatre in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a result of the ban. The ban was a move to appease the conservative clerics who are not ready to entertain a drift from the strict religious morals. Before the taking over of the kingdom by religious extremists such as Masjid al-Haram in 1979, cinemas and movie shows were allowed in Saudi. Many of the demands which were meant to ensure a strict devotion to Muslim faith were placed into the constitution. The government is in support of the strict puritanical fundamentalist extreme Islam known as Wahabbism, which forbids such things as movie theatres, films, and western dancing with a view that they are satanic (Martin et al., 2016).
Cinema was view as a platform for interaction between the various genders which according to the Muslim religion promotes immorality against the requirements of their religion. The question remains why the cinemas were not then left to serve men only. This has sometimes forced Saudis to travel to the neighbouring country Bahrain to watch the latest movies which is a great loss on the country's revenue income. Before the 1980s, some cinemas existed in the kingdom until the change in the ruler-ship which ensured ban.  Allowing the cinemas and movie theatres was viewed as a platform that would possibly make the citizens begin to adopt the various cultures that they are exposed to as they watch the movies. This is because some of the movies have an origin in other parts of the world whose religious orientation is not Muslim (Martin et al., 2016). Therefore, the ban was an attempt to restrict kingdom citizens from accessing any material that would enlighten them on other religions thus promote diversification. This was done despite the fact that there are many actors and people with art talents in Saudi who would be allowed to venture into such an industry. Furthermore, even with the introduction of YouTube and other social media platforms, the ban has still remains which then questions the credibility of the same.
Some have however argued that the ban is as a result of the location of the Holy Makah location in the Saudi, there was a need to restrict influence of other cultures through cinemas. This might be somehow true since other countries in the Middle East such as Bahrain. This is as a show of the reverence of the presence of Allah in Saudi which then implies there should be holiness in the many aspects in the city and a strict adherence to the constitution which borrows a lot from the law. Even with hopes coming up for possibility in reopening of the cinemas, the industry which would be giant in Saudi has remained closed. This has been criticized by a number of people especially actors in the film industry who argue that the country has a big talent base which should never be restricted based on the religious believes which closes other areas in the rich culture thus exposing Saudi as a country that is only single-sided with a primitive culture unfit to join the modern world. This is true since the country has produced film directors such as Haifaa al-Mansour (Martin et al, 2016).  There are however some signs that this might change due to the demands for diversification in the economic growth which should not only focus on the oil, a resource which now threatens to undergo depletion thus calling for alternative activities that can sustain the economy.
The Return of Cinema in Saudi Arabia
There is hope for the return of cinema industry in Saudi. This is after the authorities agreed with AMC entertainment holdings to open up at least 40 theatres in the next five years. There is also a possibility the cinema will not be restricted through gender segregation like other public places in the conservative Saudi Arabian Muslim kingdom. It is not the first time cinemas will exist in Saudi since in 1979s they were allowed till the rise of strict clerics who saw it as a hindrance to the growth of Islam in the Arab world. There are several reasons that have prompted the Saudi Arabian government to see the need of lifting the ban that has existed for a long period. The government in 2017 saw the important of diversification in order to bring about economic growth. This is due to the rapid economic and social reforms being facilitated by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.  The Prince has been touring USA in an effort to seek investments that would assist in widening the economy with an aim to relieve it from depending on oil as a resource (Abduallah & Aya 2017). The need to change such a reliance on oil which trends indicate a drop in the production that has called upon initiatives to protect the resource for posterity has prompted the country to look for alternative sources of revenue for the country.
Saudi Arabia has recently discovered that despite the government having the ban in place, citizens are still heavy consumers of the western media and culture which they hoped to restrict. Saudis continue to watch Hollywood films and television series which then works against the intended purpose for why the ban was put in place. The ban was meant to make sure the citizens have limited access to western cultures which clerics viewed as immoral. Technology has grown and diversified making it difficult to restrict citizens from accessing the information or movies they desire to watch. YouTube and other social media platforms have received acceptance in Saudi making the citizens to access the movies at the comfort of their houses. Unlike in the past where these technologies were not available, today Saudis are able to access other materials from different cultures which has indicated that the ban is doing little but harm to the government. Furthermore, there are many Saudis who now live in the western countries and other parts of the world and many have grown to embrace the cultures in those countries as technology as enlightenment continues in the whole world (Jason, 2017). The Saudi government has, therefore, been left on the losing end if they have to continue with strict rules on cinema. This has prompted the government to see a need to lift the ban. 
Technology has already reduced the world into a global village which therefore makes any attempt by Saudi Arabia to protect its citizens using such methods null and void. In today’s world, people can access any information they need from any part of the world. This is because of the increased connectivity to social media platforms which connect friends from all over the world making any attempt to block the same almost impossible. Furthermore, the film industry does not have the wide connectivity in comparison to the social media platforms such as YouTube and Facebook. If a country such as Saudi has to try and restrict connectivity of its people to accessing other cultures, they would have to switch off the whole media platforms which is an impossible mission with the current trends in the world. Therefore, the kingdom of Saudi has no option but to accept and allow cinemas to operate as they used to in the past. Furthermore, in the current world, the place for religious extremism is slowly fading away as people continue to get access to other cultures. This explains why there are many citizens of Saudi Arabia living in western countries who have now adopted the western culture that Islamic religion in Saudi Arabia once considered satanic (Jason, 2017).  
There has been a significant amount of pressure from the various stakeholders who have viewed the ban as a restriction on the exploitation of the various talents in Saudi Arabia. This is true especially for those who are in the film industry. Film directors such as Haifaa al-Mansour have come up strongly to attempt and fight for a place in their industry within Saudi. This is because even after they are well-trained in the film industry, they cannot have a chance to practice in their own native country. Therefore, there fighting is with the hope that the country can also have places of entertainment options thus prevent people from spending most of their time indoors (Jackie, 2018). They agree that what can be done is just a little control to ensure the industry does not go against the Islamic culture. This is also viewed as part of the process for realization of the vision 2030 through the establishment of the General Entertainment Authority to enhance cultural reforms aimed at allowing diversification in the oil-dependent country whose oil wells face depletion threats if not well reserved. Therefore, the kingdom of Saudi has reduced its stand especially this year and is ready to begin to allow for the launching of the various cinemas in the country. Since the country has a population of around 32 million people with a big population under 30 years, the aim is to set up around 350 cinemas with over 2500 screens by the year 2030. It is projected that this might attract almost one billion dollars annual ticket sales which would offer a significant boost to the Saudi economy reducing dependence on oil. The revenue collected will be vital for economic growth (Jackie, 2018).
Conclusion
In conclusion, cinema in Saudi Arabia has been on the ban since 1980s. The ban was in an effort to preserve the strict religious culture in Saudi which the constitution of the country also borrows a lot out of it. The ban has cost the kingdom in terms of revenue since cinema would have formed a big business generating an additional income for Saudi. Citizens have been forced to cross into the neighboring Bahrain for cinema shows whose implication is negative to the country’s economy. For more than 35 years the ban has been in force ensuring that no cinema exists in Saudi. There has developed however some hope with the kingdom’s prince now looking for strategies to diversify the country’s economy which for a long period of time has depended on oil as the only source of income. Saudi Arabia is now getting ready to start a new cinema in the country’s capital with an aim to increase their number for realization of the vision 2030 which depends on the ability of Saudi Arabia to diversify into other economic activities (Jackie, 2018). Acceptance to take this direction will have a positive implication on the country which has a great potential to earn a lot from this industry due to a large portion of the young population in the country. 
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